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SHARK FINS




SHARKFINS o= X

The most recognized part of a shark is the dorsal fin, often seen neatly slicing the surface of the water. Sharks also
have a caudal fin (tail fin), an anal fin (not all species), a second dorsal fin (in some species), a pair of pectoral fins,
and a pair of pelvic fins. The pectoral, pelvic, dorsal, and anal fins help the shark to maneuver, turn, swim straight,
and move up and down in the water column. The fins are fixed and remain hard at all times, but there are some

muscles that allow for subtle movements. The caudal fin provides the thrust needed to propel the shark through
the water.



Keratin based elements (ceratotrrehra) support a shark' fins. It lool'gs like dry
spaghetti running through the ﬁn This 1s_mhat shark ﬁn seup 18 mad from




What'is a heterocercal N’ -
When ashark's vertebtal column (essent1ally their backbone wh1ch is made of cartrlage) passes into the upper lobe
_of the caudal fin (ta1l)j— this 1s referred to as a heterocercal tail. For most sharks, the upper lobe of the daudal fin (tail)

is longer than the lower lobe. However, some faster swrmmmg spec1es of sharks, like the shortfin makoiand great

white, have a larger lower lobe on thent ca’udal ﬁn Although the lobes may dlffer in size, between specres they still
haveaheterocercaltaﬂ ‘ 9T R e e e e SR = :
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What is the caudal peduncal"

The caudal peduncal is where:the narrowing, of a shark's body meets the tarl All the force generated by the sharks
muscles 1s translated to the tarl V1a the caudal peduncal IR b e T J

In general, the body shape of a shark Wlll determine thelr llfestyle 7 ,
Fast swimming, open ocean spec1es l1ke the shortﬁn mako and great Whrt_e_ have a con1cal head large th1ck body,

shape for movrng qu1ckly though the Water Moderate swimmers like blue sharks and trger sharks have amore
flattened head, thinner body, thicker caudal peduncal with little or no lgeels large pectoral ﬁ‘hs '_nd an upper lobe
which is larger than the lower lobe. These sharks have thé broadest range of swimming speeds

sharks like the nurse and leopard sharks have large heads w1thb‘funt snouts elvic fins posrtroned - “ ard,
dorsal fins set farther back, and a hrgxhéy asymmetrical caudal fin with er lobe. Sharks that live o on the bottom
such as angel sharks, have a flattened body, large pectoral and pelvrc ﬁns no 0 anal ﬁn and a reduced tail section
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THhe fin onithe back
(top-dorsal side) of the
: = .|k is used for

% stability,'balance and
iy =t to Assist'in making
e sudden turns. Sharks
e —— ol B ‘:4 s :
e can have 1‘or 2 dorsal
fins depending on the
species.
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PECTORAL FINS
These paired fins are
locdted just behind the gill
slits and act|as the steering
- Wheel They allow the
shark to move up and down
in thé water column and
can also help maintain
 stability at higher
* -swimming speeds. Some
. sharks have fairly flexible

- pectoral fins (epauletteand
" nurse - bottom left and
right) and can even use
--them to walk! "~




b PELVIC FINS

E S | These paired fins help
with dtability and lift and
are located on the
underside (ventral) side
of the shark.
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ANAL FIN
"This fin is located

‘between the pelvic fins |
and the caudal fin and’
provides stability. Not all

|'sharks have an anal fin. -
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CAUDAL FIN IS
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CAUDAL FIN

E This 1s the shark}s tail fin which
1s tised to imbve the shark
forward. Spme:sharks (nurse
sharks) do not have the lower
lobe of the caudal fin.

LOWER LOBE b
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BLUE SHARK FINS
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Note:
Ripmohobarus spp. (Wedge fish) is listed in the CITES Appendix [l which includes
species oot ily the d with extinetion, but in which trade must be controlled

in order to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival.
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